
Greetings, everyone 

I was reminded again (not that I ever forgot!), how wonderful it is to be part of a faith family.  I 

send to you my deepest gratitude for all of the messages, prayers, wishes, and virtual hugs, that you 

sent to me and my family during my mom's illness and at her passing.  It is indeed true, as you well 

know, that the burden of these difficult times is made so much easier when you know that you are 

surrounded by love.  Thank you. 

And now, here we are together in September!  I haven't been a student for a looooong time, but 

this month still always feels like the beginning of a new year.  Time to get going!  However, this year, we 

may feel ready to go, but we're not sure where to go, or what to do.  This "new normal" continues to 

slow us down and confuse us. 

We have a super team looking at all the guidelines we must follow in order to open our building 

again.  Our thanks to them for their work.  We have started to open slowly.  The plan was to be back 

together in the sanctuary on Sunday September 27th.  As of today, we still haven't been given the go 

ahead from our Regional Council.  And we're checking in with you to see if you feel ready to come back.  

We'll confirm with you next week. 

When we do get back together in the building, there will be some changes, of course.   Like 

going to the grocery store, we enter one person/family at a time.  There is no standing around and 

visiting.  We go to our seats, respecting social distancing.  And yes, that may not be your usual seat... 

but, we're together!  No hymnbooks, Bibles, or bulletins in the pews.  And no singing.  (Apparently 

people spit too much when they sing.  I'm just passing along the guidelines, not making any personal 

accusations!) 

But we will worship together.  With music, with hope, with patience, with the good news of 

God's love. 

For those of you who are still not sure about being part of a public gathering, we are planning on 

recording the service live so that you can participate from home. 

Again, we'll give you more details next week.  For this week, Sunday, September 20th, we will 

worship together on Zoom.  Here is the link to the service.  I hope you can join us.  I can't wait to see you 

again... even on my computer screen this week! 

Love and blessings to you and yours.  And to those of you returning to school and work, be well.  

Stay safe.  And shine with patience and understanding. 

Peace. 

Rev. Steve 


