
Greetings, everyone.  I hope all is well with you and yours. 

I hope you will be able to join us for worship this Sunday through zoom.  The link is included 

here, as well as how you can join us with your landline phone if you can't on a computer.  It is 

Worldwide Communion Sunday.  I'll be in the sanctuary at our communion table.  I hope you can be in 

communion with us, in the comfort and safety of your own home.  So... please remember to have your 

own communion elements ready.  Traditionally, that's some bread and a glass of wine/juice.  But feel 

free to use whatever feels right for you and your family.  Jesus picked-up the bread and wine from the 

seder meal he had just shared with his friends.  If he was eating with us, what would be on our table?  

Orange juice, cake, coffee, bagel...?  Some may think that's sacrilegious, but I think it's a genuine and 

sacred celebration of Jesus communing with us in our time and place.  And it's Worldwide communion 

Sunday, so think outside the box.  Bring your own tradition.  Scones?  Pita?  See you then. 

I wanted to mention something that you may have heard about.  Recently, a group of Quebec 

religious leaders protested the provincial government about what they think is the unjust treatment of 

churches during these confusing times of deciding what is opened or closed, and how many people are 

allowed to gather where.  And some of you have asked me if I/we have been part of this discussion.  So, 

here's what I think, and what has been done. This week, our Regional Council newsletter included, for 

information, a copy of the press release from the president of the Quebec Assembly of Catholic Bishops 

writing on behalf of a group called the Quebec Interreligious Roundtable.  This group includes several 

Roman Catholic reps, an Anglican, an Evangelic Church rep, and leaders from the Muslim and Jewish 

faith communities.  This group is concerned that the provincial government has not seemed willing to 

engage in dialogue with religious leaders before making decisions about how or if we can gather.  Faith 

communities have worked hard to follow governmental guidelines, often going beyond expectations, 

and have tried repeatedly to contact decision makers, but have been left feeling ignored.  The overall 

message seems to be that churches should be allowed to have larger gatherings. 

The United Church was not included, so I contacted our Regional Council president, Rev. Linda 

Buchanan, to ask her what our church was saying.  Although we were not asked to be part of this 

discussion, we can't say it was an intentional snub.  The Council has previously decided to keep the 

maximum number for gatherings even lower than the guidelines stipulate, feeling that it is wise to be 

cautious in this confusing time.  The Council's executive meets this coming week, and we should hear 

more from them soon. While I certainly appreciate the frustration expressed in this protest, I can't agree 

that opening our buildings to larger gatherings at this time is a wise thing to do.  And I've heard the 

same from many of you, especially those of you in more vulnerable groups, or those who are out and 

about working in the community every day.  This is a time when we are called to be leaders in our 

community.  To make wise decisions to ensure the safety of all.  To set an example, as difficult as it 

might be. 

Like you, I would love for us to all be together for Sunday worship, studies, or just hanging 

around sharing life over a cup of coffee.  And it will happen.  Soon.  Or soonish.  But, for the time being, 

restricting our physical contact is an act of faith.  A way of supporting the community.  And I'm humbled 

and grateful to be a part of that. 

Peace. 

Rev. Steve 


