
This Sunday will be October 25th. You know what that means?! Two months until 

Christmas! That announcement, no doubt, brings about many different responses. For most of us, 

I hope, there is childlike glee... "Woo-hoo! Christmas is coming!" For the grown-ups among us, 

there may be a sense of panic, as we begin to think of everything that has to be done. But this 

year, the thought of Christmas being two months away brings with it a unique package of 

feelings: worry, anxiety, fear, confusion...What will Christmas 2020 be like? 

I noticed that there was a Christmas movie on TV this past week. And my sister-in-law 

calls every day with an update on her online Christmas tree shopping adventure. Isn't it too soon? 

And why is the minister bringing up Christmas already? Don't ministers usually complain that 

we all want to celebrate too early? They keep talking about this thing called Advent, a time of 

preparation. If so, he should know better than to bring this up now! Shouldn't he? 

Well, yes, Advent is a special time. A time of getting our selves ready. Not just busy with all of 

the fuss of Christmas (as wonderful as that is), but getting our spirits ready for love to be born in 

our very beings... once again... in a whole new way. Rushing into Christmas means we don't 

always take that special time to get ourselves ready for what Christmas is all about. And then, 

we're bored with it all by December 26th, ready to move on to the next consumer-driven event. 

Personally, I confess, I start early every year. I love everything about the season. I'll be watching 

movies and listening to Christmas music in early November. However, I'll continue to honour 

the season right through until January 6th. 

But, although we're afraid to say it out loud... this year is going to be different. Maybe we 

do need to at least start thinking about Christmas a bit earlier than usual. I have a feeling that we 

will be singing Christmas carols on the first Sunday of Advent. It's going to be one of those 

years. 

What will Christmas be like this year, in this year of the pandemic? We've just gone 

through a Thanksgiving that was different. And our summer plans weren't like they are other 

years. And we survived that. But, c'mon... we're talking about Christmas! 

I think it's time for us to start talking. There is a very good chance that Christmas will not be the 

same this year. A lot of energy goes into getting ready for Christmas. It's important to us. But 

this year we may not be worshipping together in the church building. There may not be potluck 

suppers, or the usual family gatherings, or parties with our friends and neighbours. And what 

about the important work we do to make sure that others in our communities are fed and cared 

for? 

Christmas is going to happen. It is out of our control. This is God's story. Love is going to 

be born. And it will touch us in such a way that we will want to burst out singing. We will want 

to hang lights in celebration of the wonder of light born in our lives. We will want to share, and 

laugh, and love. And eat. Lots of eating, and other good things. 

When we tell the nativity story again this year, we will be reminded that there was no room on 

that first Christmas. No conventional, expected place for love to be born. But it happened 

anyway. Christmas isn't about all of our plans and traditions. It's about God coming into our very 

lives. And that will happen. 

So, how do we make ourselves ready this year? If there is no room in the inn this year... 

no room in the sanctuary, the hall, our own dining and living rooms... how can we be prepared 

for this to happen? Let's think of Advent starting early this year. We will need time to get our 

heads and our hearts ready. How can we share music? Because... there will be singing! How can 

we share food? Exchanging recipes? And how do we make sure, like we do every year, that this 



isn't just about us... how do we share with the community if we're not gathering in our usual 

way? 

Hope, peace, joy, and love will be born again this year! It's coming whether we're ready 

or not. So, let's make sure that we're ready. "Let ev'ry heart...!" Prepare. Let go of expectations. 

Pray. Open yourself to possibilities. Let God's spirit of life find a new place in our lives. 

 

We can do this. 

Peace. 

Rev. Steve 

 


