
Happy Thanksgiving, everyone! 

This is such a spectacular and magical time of year.  Everything is orange, yellow, crimson, and 

copper.  The air is crisp.  And, ahhhh, the smell of freshly baked pies.  (Okay, I don't bake pies, but you 

know what I mean.) 

And then, not for the first time, we say, "But this year..."   It's true.  Thanksgiving won't be the 

same this year.  We won't be gathering with our families to share a big turkey dinner.  We won't be in 

the harvest-decorated church building together singing about gathering-in the sheaves.  It won't be the 

same. 

Some of the best conversations I've had with people over the past few months have been about 

re-learning to focus on what's important.  A mental and spiritual decluttering.  Not only do most of us 

live in homes filled with more things than we really need, we live lives that are filled with so much... a lot 

of it wonderful.  And then we allow those things to become what's important.  This thanksgiving will not 

include, most likely, all of the things that help make this holiday special for us, but it can't stop us from 

being thankful. 

The wisdom of the ages revealed in scripture reminds us to give thanks "in all things" (1 

Thessalonians 5:18).  To live lives of gratitude in all things, in every situation.  Not "for" all things.  That 

we may not be able to do.  But "in" all things.  Gratitude is our response to God's gift of life.  And 

sometimes life is tough.  Sometimes it's scary and frustrating and disappointing.  But doing a little 

decluttering and finding something beautiful at the core of the experience can help us find that feeling 

of thankfulness.   

Thanksgiving isn't about all of the stuff.  All of that wonderful, lovely stuff.  It's about living an 

attitude of gratitude.  Even... or perhaps, especially... in the face of difficult times.  And please don't 

think that I'm encouraging us to put blinders on in the face of reality.  Not only is all of this annoying, 

there is real fear about health, finances, and what the future brings.  But knowing that we are not alone, 

finding a moment of humility or self-discovery, being touched by the kindness of another... well, there is 

so much for which we can be thankful. 

So, happy thanksgiving, my dear friends.  I give thanks for you: your love, your spirit, your 

laughter, your tears, your kindness, your strength.  "Be joyful always, pray at all times, be thankful in all 

circumstances.  This is what God wants from you in your life in union with Christ Jesus." 

Peace. 

Rev. Steve 

 

  

 

  



Zoom meeting. 

Topic: DSUC Service 

Time: Oct 4, 2020 09:30 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

        Every week on Sun, until Nov 1, 2020, 5 occurrence(s) 

        Oct 4, 2020 09:30 AM 

        Oct 11, 2020 09:30 AM 

        Oct 18, 2020 09:30 AM 

        Oct 25, 2020 09:30 AM 

        Nov 1, 2020 09:30 AM 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/97332539612 

Meeting ID: 973 3253 9612 

One tap mobile 

+16465588656,,97332539612# US (New York) 

+16699009128,,97332539612# US (San Jose) 

 

Dial by your location 

        +1 647 558 0588 Canada 

        +1 778 907 2071 Canada 

        +1 204 272 7920 Canada 

        +1 438 809 7799 Canada 

        +1 587 328 1099 Canada 

        +1 647 374 4685 Canada 

Meeting ID: 973 3253 9612 

Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/aE7d4RgCI 


