
MINISTER'S MESSAGE 

  

Greetings, everyone. 

  

I like to laugh.  I enjoy listening to comedians, especially the good 

ones who continue the long tradition of drawing our attention, through 

laughter, to what's going on around us... like the court jesters of old, 

who did more than entertain, but also offered a different perspective to 

the king, unlike those who only agreed with the king to win his fa-

vour.   

  

Recently I heard a comedian from New Zealand extolling the virtues of being from that country (from all accounts, a 

mighty fine place).  He pointed out that New Zealand gave women the right to vote in 1893.  This information was 

shared, and rightly so, as a major accomplishment.  For example (and this was the point he was making to his Montre-

al audience), Canada didn't do the same until 1918.  And, may I add, that was only federally.  Quebec women couldn't 

vote until 1940.  Asian Canadian women couldn't until 1948.  Inuit women, not until 1950.  And First Nations women 

couldn't vote without giving-up their treaty status until 1960. 

  

I appreciated the comedian both celebrating and drawing attention to this, but the phrase he used stuck with me all 

day.  "We gave women the right to vote."  Again, I'm thrilled that he knows this 1893 decision is something to cele-

brate.  And even though our country took 25 years to catch-up, we celebrate that decision.  But his choice of words 

reflects an on-going problem.  "We gave...."  It takes away the story from the strong, wise, courageous women who 

fought for years for that right. 

 

During this season of Lent, we've been reflecting on the need to listen to others, and to let those voices be heard.  We 

have the chance to do that again.  Monday, March 8th is International Women's Day.  A "global day of recognition 

celebrating the social, economic, cultural and political achievements of women and girls, and raising awareness of the 

work left to be done."  Although the day has its roots in early protests and celebrations, it was first recognized by four 

European countries in 1911.  Others joined.  The United Nations recognized a global International Women's Day in 

1975. 

  

The focus has been, and continues to be, drawing awareness to gender equality, justice for women and girls, and 

recognition of their leadership in our communities and around the world.  Although we celebrate great strides forward, 

so much still needs to be done, around issues like child brides, exploitation, denial of access to education, pay dispari-

ty, and more.  This year the focus is on inclusive gender recovery in the face of this global covid pandemic.  World-

wide, women and girls face greater restrictions to education, health care, and job security. 

  

Take some time on Monday to do your own research and reflection.  There seem to be many themes for this event this 

year, but the one I read that grabbed my attention the most is "Choose to Challenge".  Sounds like an excellent Lenten 

activity.  "A challenged world is an alert world."  We are responsible for our own thoughts and actions.  Choose to 

call-out gender bias and inequality.  Choose to celebrate achievements and contributions made my women and girls, 

in your own life, in your community and country, as well as in this global village.  Choose to challenge some of your 

own thoughts and language.  We will build an inclusive world.  Together. 

  

Blessings. 

Rev. Steve 

  

Reading: Exodus 20:1-17  (the ten commandments) 


